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in them as well as in us, the divine love that is shed abroad _girls’ school hats hanging on the stumps of the fence. I looked 
for the girls, wondering what game they might be playing, 
ee oe ‘ but they were nowhere in sight. Not by the stream watching 
attitude of self-righteous condemnation is slowly the waters dance, not running through the copse ing for 
breaking down as the gravity of the human situation in sound or sight of Pan, not maypoling nor weaving 
Germany comes home to us and our sense of responsibility for their hair. They were gone and I wondered where. There 
wakes up. was a car standing nearby. Ah! Somewhere not far off 
fellow human beings, and that we can’t let suffer and a teacher was conducting them through a museum or art 
ee eee ee, oe gallery, or perhaps they were over the brow of a hill 
sense of the fellowship of suffering will be a first step towards botanizing. Submissive, orderly, unquestioning with the 
the realisation that, throughout this wide world, we are a acquiescence of good pupils, they were probably learning the 
fellowship of sinners, and that we have it in us to become, rts of civilization, ing composure and classification, 
some day, a fellowship of saints. learning restraint and wisdom. But they had left 
a , behind for me to see hat on stump and cycle at the ready, 
CONFESSIONS OF A MODERN” 204 these were caough to remind me that the eternal chil 
3-—“MEDITATIONS OF A PAGAN” lives freely with her own abandon and is a law of fairy-fancy 
Nor ALL good Christians join in the doleful hymn to this _—‘to herself. See but a straw hat swinging in the breeze and one 
world’s corruption : modern pagan at least is soon swinging down the lanes of 
“Natural things are glorious, and to know them is eternal youth. ‘ 
glorious. . . . It has been the easiest thing to teach me that But trains race on and parkland gives place to town, the 
all felicity consists in the enjoyment of all the world, that it wp kk Pm A ye 
was prepared for me before was born, and that nothing Sterner and more urgent thoughts, there is no 
is more divine and beautiful... . You never enjoy the the centre of meditation, always the raw : 
are clothed with the heavens, and crowned with the stars.” '™atter, “timber” they called it, “logs of wood", great lumps 
Such were the meditations of Thomas Traherne, Anglican _,,,. to maintain itself against the lumbering reality of 
lengyman and obscure 17th century poct until rescued from things? That it does break through at all is remarkable, and 
obscurity 200 years later. The of the clergyman = we should be satisfied that sometimes we do manage to sec 
and the gentle raptures of the poct were not kept separate from the trees im spite of the wood. 
each other; Christian and Pagan im the sense I have been To what extent others feel the pressure of Deity in this 
———— fitful, fragmentary way I do not know, but so it is with me. 
naturally they coalesce! : : “See life steadily and see i whole” is an admirable heart-cry. 
If only one fragment of his Meditations had survived hy its fulfilment cludes me; I have to be content with sccing 
intensely in small parts and at odd moments, and, like a good 
pagan, leave the joining of those parts to an unknown god to 
feapment | would choose this, the Gt pase of Traherne’s 
ever heard :— mere THE GHOST CHURCH 
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is. Ch., South Terrace, 11 and 6.30, Rev. DENBIGH 


, Great Mt., Baines Lane, 11 and 6, Rev. J. Gorpon Davies. 
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of Wark, on GuiLprorD, Ward Street Church, 11.15, Mr. I. W. Bonn. 
HALE Hale Barns, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Lzar. 
Lane Renovation Fund was opened by Frank Fai MLP., HALIFAX, 
an old scholar of the school. Well over £200 was raised. The Chapel 
has nearly reached its target set two years ago of £1,000. 
CALENDAR 


1946 


The General Assembly £100,000 Appeal 


_ Total in hand week ending Dec. 14th, £74,961 9s. 10d. 


Marnages and Deaths Two 3/6 16 per bee 


Hon. Treasurer: Harold B. Moore 
18 Grange Avenue, Hale, Nr. Altrincham, Cheshire. 


Watch this space for weekly announcements. 
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HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED YET? 


Christmas Morning Service, 11 a.m. 
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Rev. E. A. Daves. 
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The Lindsey Press, 14 Gorden Square, Leades, W 


The Diary of “Mr. Pepys” 
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Now Ready 


ere 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Two aking course, Communica 
Unitarian Church, Kettering Road, Northampton. 
Jumior Handbooks, Graded Religio us 
ear 1: parts 2, 3, 4; Year 2: parts 1, 2; Year 4: 
first to Miss N. Goodman, 19 Dudiey Road, 
Christmas and the New Year to all their friends, 
DEATH 
Avenue, Brooklands. dearly beloved husband of Dorothy 
cremated Manchester Crematorium December 11, 1946. 
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